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Bm’ﬁsh E"Z @eﬁied to Land Tm@ps Sﬁ{};ﬂ
' Attempt Seen as Bld ’ |
v To l‘orce \le'gon;'l'hon 1

- 77 By Michael Getler ~ ’ «-,;,
T ey Pt senfl Witter .-

. S civillans: an(hmhmry Specwlhts watchmv
the Falktand I~land§ ceisis “helieve Britain pmh-.
“ably- will- land- t&m the. islands;soon in an-ef-
,foit ton drive- Argéntina toward a negutmted solu-
~tiow more acceptahle to Londons” <5 . T Ty

These’ speuahats do not feel the British “dre
-likely to launch an all-out frontal’ ausault involving
“thousands of troops against Port Stanley; the is-.
fand capital and main Argentine military strong-
hold. Rather, the British probnbly will put troops
“numbering in the hundreds ashore elsewhere on
the islands andwive: the ‘British”tlag somcwhere
over the disputed territory: < e St

- ‘Although the Royal Navy. has several major
warshlp% alrend) around the islands, including the
- atrcraft carrier Hermes carrying about 1,500 Royal
Marines, a further force of amphibious ships with
. about 3,000 more troops is said to be on its way,
_though still at least a tew days’ sailing time away.

Spe(:uhsts ‘here say some. British marines could
be put ashore now, using helicopters and Harrier
Jump jets for protectum Bus others' heheve any
significant ground action will. probably await the
arrival of the amphibious ships, which reportedly
are now southwest of the Tristan da Cunhd gmup
" of istands in the mid-South Atlantic. -

Several well-placed officials estnnated that the
British have only a few courses. ‘of action open in
the next three‘weeks or so hecause of increasingly
severe wmter weather - in- the area. {ndeed, these
- ofticials Say within two’or three weeks both Slde‘é
“could be hurting severely hecause ot the-cold. and
“the sizeable costs of the faceoff.. .. R

- The cutting-ott of supplies could also “Beyin'to-
take a toll on the 1,800 islanders, mostly of Brifish-
stock.. which.could also become a factor pushmv
London toward negotiations.

Sources here indicate that Arventma pmhal)ly
has 7,000 or so troops dug-in on “the Falklands, a
number considerably smaller than the 10,000 to
~ 14,000 troops estimated in some accounts. )

Because of the several hundred miles of coast-

live of the islands, specialists say it would be vir- .
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tmllx unposmble to qtop 2 Brmsh lnndmg, cer-
tainly on the deserted western side of the islands
and even one that came reasonahly choseto the
main Arventme gacrison at Stanley. - W
< Last week, the’ British are understood t hive]
Tanded a small team of. commandos eqmpped with
sensitive. electronic listéning -devices to crry out
reconnaissance on the ‘island--and .intercept com-
‘munications between’ the viinland and the Ar-
gentine defenders on the Falklands: 7, an b
Once ashore, it is assumed-that the lirger land-
‘ing force would hardss the island’s detendem, blow
up tacilities, capture ofticers, raise” the' tlag and
pperhaps’ establish_a beuchhead tor wilt, larger
torces o’ follow BURREIE ST T ok gl
By using - hit-and-run. tactics 'm(l hehcopters.
the British could force the. Aruentxue detenders to
come out and try to find- them causing a further
depletion-of suppha% for the (lefcmlers, on the-al-
ready isolated island.. - < .
_Such activites would tlt ifito what officials here
see as-an “overall -demoralization” plan. meant: to
increase - the psy(.hohwtcal preqsure on Buenos'
Alres.‘., e ORIV s
~Tast, weekend British planes, in a surpme ‘atd
ek, ‘hombed the airfield at Stanley as part of a
“move to prevent aerial resupply from the main.
land. The: British naval blockade prevents resup-
ply by séa unless ‘the Argentine Navy seeks to
-challenge the Britishy fleet. .. - :
«. Although the British have dmmed the air '1t-,
_tacks “severcly’ damaged”: the -airtield, other.
sources say there are indications the destruction
was not, cumplete But the- British could strike
again, v : ol il SRR S
Alth()ugh the Bnmh, aucordmg to U S. ot'hcmh
are not making known their plaus to Washington,
thereisa wlde~pread feeling here that the Ban
“cannot sit tight,” as one official put it, especmlly
with thousands of troops bobbing around in ﬂo-l
- tilla bhlpﬂ "They ve got tu keep on reuxsterma vu.-\

tortes” " - ey :

Yet the view is .ﬂsu wule%prea(l here that Lons
don does not want to undertake any operations !
that would result in high casualtics, either to its |
lorccs, the local (lelenden or island inhabitants.”

But.the problem with the so-called demoraliza-
tion plan, as viewed by Latin specialists here, is
that the Arzentinians’ frame of mind i3 such that

“ the more humiliation they endure the more deter- ‘

B mined they become.to try to strike back. .

ONTLVUED




Approved For Release 2007/05/03 : CIA-RDP84M00127R000100060010-1

" “I'he Argentines are looking for a vncu)ry, one 2

" ofticial here suid, and the Navy leadership i hoth '

_the mast militant element of the junta running

“the country and ulso the service “most looking for
, tmuble .

There are 1I-m indications that the United

Smtu 3 ot accunulating a great deal of imme-

dinte mtelligence about what Is voing on o the . )
Texion. which is far from the tmﬂuumai areas that .
the U.D. keeps watch upoik. . . ’ :

"The- U.S. does have satellites pussing over the :

 arca, hut had weather 1S saic to-hamper those spy- . T

In-the-sky. picture-takity devices, vlost ot the
ncelligence 1 understood o be picked up by mon- |
toring 1C a 10 mmmumcat'.om ot a }

: Amencan help to the British-has umsusted of
»sharing. intelligence. information, providing: com-,
<municationsand fuel for vessels and aircraft using -
It Amenmm:pemted airfield on- British-owned .
y Ascensu)u fsland in the South Atlantic: -

v Now, U.b..oﬂicmls say additional American aid

-, could come by using huge C3A jet transports to

fcrry cquipment from Britain to- Ascension and-

.;_provudmg such things as weapons, radars and
“other equipment if Tondon asks for it.

: 'The British are said to have set up a cmweynr-

Delt type supply system with perhaps 75 ships

that now muke up the fleet involved in the oper-

ation. Supply ships leave Ascension, resupply the
"Heet near the Falklands 3,500 miles away, then
turn around and head back tor Ascensx)n for an:

"other mund-tnp. : .

-
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